Economist and advisor on the

Caribbean, known for thorough
analysis and data-based assessments
and insights. Designs strategic
recommendations and macro analytics
on 25+ nations in the Caribbean,
influencing public policy and private
sector decision-making. Objective,
accurate, and an effective
communicator, recognized for
delivering evidence-based thought-
provoking economic presentations,
easily relating to a vast array of
audiences. Sought-after speaker for
events on a regional and international
scale. Known for her tireless advocacy
against the injustices of
discriminatory policies like EU
Blacklists. Marla's deep commitment
to making a positive difference in the
Caribbean and SIDS prompted her to
obtain Gross National Happiness
certification at RTC in Bhutan and
pursue a PhD in Economics at USP in
Fiji, deepening her capacity to serve
the region.

ARLA DUKHAR:

CARIBBEAN ECONOMIST & ADVISOR

Independent Advisor, TEDx & Keynote Speaker, and Consultant | June 2017 - present

Providing clients with clear analysis and insights toward securing better socio-economic and
financial outcomes in the Caribbean. Supporting governments and the private sector with
evidence-based strategies and policies designed to overcome the constraints that hinder our
socio-economic progress. Offering clients the benefits of access to a broad network of
regional experts and thought-leaders, and a robust team of researchers, providing data-
based assessments and insights that improve prospects for sustainable success. Advising
clients on the implications of international economic and geopolitical developments,
uncertainties, risks and opportunities that shape the Caribbean economic environment.

Bitt Inc. | July 2017 - April 2022

Led engagement with Governments, Central Banks and financial regulators throughout the
Caribbean and beyond, on the creation and advancement of a regional strategy to mitigate
the impacts of ‘de-risking’, increase financial and economic inclusion, and lower the frictions
associated with cross-border trade and remittance payments and settlement. Supported the
creation of a Caribbean Settlement Network and regional Central Bank Digital Currencies
(CBDCs) to facilitate more efficient trade and remittance settlement across the Caribbean,
thereby reducing reliance on the US dollar. Prepared the region for transformative change by
identifying social and economic challenges that can be addressed through the use of
technology, creating life-enhancing opportunities and outcomes for the Caribbean.

Monitoring regional economic and financial developments, producing consistent macro-
analytics to aid in private sector decision-making and in the development of appropriate
policy responses to the issues facing the region.

RBC Financial (Caribbean) Ltd | September 2011 - June 2017

Created sophisticated macroeconomic surveillance and reporting platform on all 20+
Caribbean countries to which RBC Caribbean Banking had exposure. Advised Executive and
Governance Committees regularly, providing strategic vision through sound analysis to inform
decisions. Supported sovereign risk assessment and strategy formulation at the group and
parent level.

Consulted with various clients and other external stakeholders, advising Boards, executive
teams, and policy-makers on economic developments and forecasts, economic scenarios, and
their implications across various Caribbean jurisdictions. Supported multilaterals and the
business community, providing evidence-based insights on the major issues affecting
business and economic development in the region. Developed and cultivated relationships
with policy-makers and decision-makers through out the region, championing the logistics of
bringing together transformational conversations and initiatives.




[ARLA DUKIHARA?

CARIBBEAN ECONOMIST & ADVISOR

(Non-executive Director)

Goddard Enterprises Ltd.
September 2020 - present

RF Bank & Trust
June 2019 - October 2025

Caribbean Policy Research
Institute (CAPRI
March 2021 - present

The Tax Justice Network
November 2024 - February 2026

- PhD Economics, University of the
South Pacific (USP), expected
graduation 2030

- Gross National Happiness
Certificate, Royal Thimphu College
Bhutan, 2026

- M. Phil. Economics, University of
the West Indies (UWI), 2009 - 2011
Thesis: Investigating the Effects
of Risk Attitudes on Investment
Behaviour

- M. Sc. Economics, University of
the West Indies (UWI), 2002 - 2003
Thesis: “Corruption: A Curse or a
Necessary Evil?”

- B. Sc. Economics, University of
the West Indies (UWI), 1993 - 1996

marla@marladukharan.com
MarlaDukharan.com
linkedin.com/in/marladukharan
instagram.com/marladukharan

Business Insight Limited | September 2010 - September 2011

Caribbean Centre for Money and Finance (CCMF) | June 2009 - August 2010

Caribbean Money Market Brokers Limited (CMMB) | September 2004 - May 2010

Welthecon Investment Managers | August 2003 - June 2004

Republic Bank Limited | November 1996 - August 2002

Population, Progress. And The People Of The Cayman Islands

Venezuela And The US.A. - Qil. Drugs. And A Flawed (In)Justice System

The Climate, Tax. And Social Justice Foundations In Financing SIDS Transilience®
Towards Freedom

Beyond The Debate And Into The Data: Cruise Tourism In Cayman.

Tedx - How It Is Not A Fair Game For Many Countries

The 4th Distinguished Owen S. Arthur Memorial Lecture

Tax Blacklists And Propaganda: Defeating The Discrimination And Pro-Poverty Agenda

From Blackbirding To Blacklisting: The European Union’s Ongoing Subjugation Of Vanuatu

Venezuela, Vanuatu, And The Vatican - If You Don't Have God. You Better Have Qil

Propaganda, Perception, And Power - Who Are The True Enablers Of Financial Crime?

EU Blacklisting Of Vanuatu: History. Analysis. And Socio-Economic Implications

http://www.marladukharan.com/blacklist

Socio-economic Impact of Seven Mile Beach Renourishment on the Cayman Islands

Beyond The Debate and Into The Data: Cruise Tourism in Cayman.

Cayman Enterprise City Socio-economic Impact Assessments; 2025, 2024, 2023, 2022,
2021, 2020.
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